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October 9, 1997

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY  AND
CONFLICT RESOLUTION ACT OF
1997

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 142, S. 399.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 399) to amend the Morris K. Udall
Scholarship and Excellence in National En-
vironmental and Native American Public
Policy Act of 1992 to establish the United
States Institute for Environmental Conflict
Resolution to conduct environmental con-
flict resolution and training, and for other
purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works,
with an amendment to strike all after
the enacting clause and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Environmental
Policy and Conflict Resolution Act of 1997"°.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 4 of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship
and Ezxcellence in National Environmental and
Native American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20
U.S.C. 5602) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6),
and (7) as paragraphs (5), (9), (7), and (8), re-
spectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) the term ‘environmental dispute’ means a
dispute or conflict relating to the environment,
public lands, or natural resources;’’;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (5) (as redes-
ignated by paragraph (1)) the following:

‘“(6) the term ‘Institute’ means the United
States Institute for Environmental Conflict Res-
olution  established pursuant to  section
7()(1)(D);”’;

(4) in paragraph (7) (as redesignated by para-
graph (1)), by striking “‘and’’ at the end;

(5) in paragraph (8) (as redesignated by para-
graph (1)), by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(6) in paragraph (9) (as redesignated by para-
graph (1))

(A) by striking ‘“‘fund’ and inserting ‘‘Trust
Fund’’; and

(B) by striking the semicolon at the end and
inserting a period.

SEC. 3. BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

Section 5(b) of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Ezxcellence in National Environmental
and Native American Public Policy Act of 1992
(20 U.S.C. 5603(b)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1) of
the second sentence, by striking ‘‘twelve’” and
inserting ‘‘thirteen’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(7) The chairperson of the President’s Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality, who shall serve
as a nonvoting, ex officio member and shall not
be eligible to serve as chairperson.’.

SEC. 4. PURPOSE.

Section 6 of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship
and Ezxcellence in National Environmental and
Native American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20
U.S.C. 5604) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking “‘an Environ-
mental Conflict Resolution’’ and inserting ‘“‘En-
vironmental Conflict Resolution and Training’’;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking “‘and’’ at the
end;
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(3) in paragraph (7), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

““(8) establish as part of the Foundation the
United States Institute for Environmental Con-
flict Resolution to assist the Federal government
in implementing section 101 of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4331)
by providing assessment, mediation, and other
related services to resolve environmental dis-
putes involving agencies and instrumentalities
of the United States; and

“(9) complement the direction established by
the President in Executive Order 12988 (61 Fed.
Reg. 4729; relating to civil justice reform).”’.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY.

Section 7(a) of the Movrris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Ezxcellence in National Environmental
and Native American Public Policy Act of 1992
(20 U.S.C. 5605(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end the
following:

‘(D) INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CONFLICT
RESOLUTION.—

““(i) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall—

“(I) establish the United States Institute for
Environmental Conflict Resolution as part of
the Foundation; and

“(I1) identify and conduct such programs, ac-
tivities, and services as the Foundation deter-
mines appropriate to permit the Foundation to
provide assessment, mediation, training, and
other related services to resolve environmental
disputes.

““(ii)) GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY OF CONFLICT
RESOLUTION PROVISION.—In providing assess-
ment, mediation, training, and other related
services under clause (i)(II) to resolve environ-
mental disputes, the Foundation shall consider,
to the maximum extent practicable, conflict reso-
lution providers within the geographic proximity
of the conflict.”’; and

(2) in paragraph (7), by inserting ‘“‘and Train-
ing’’ after “‘Conflict Resolution’’.

SEC. 6. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL
AGENCY.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—Sections 10 and 11 of the
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in
National Environmental and Native American
Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5608, 5609)
are redesignated as sections 11 and 12, respec-
tively.

(b) USE OF THE INSTITUTE.—The Morris K.
Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National
Environmental and Native American Public Pol-
icy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.) is amend-
ed by inserting after section 9 the following:
“SEC. 10. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL

AGENCY.

““(a) AUTHORIZATION.—A Federal agency may
use the Foundation and the Institute to provide
assessment, mediation, or other related services
in connection with a dispute or conflict related
to the environment, public lands, or natural re-
sources.

“(b) PAYMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A Federal agency may
enter into a contract and expend funds to ob-
tain the services of the Institute.

“(2) PAYMENT INTO TRUST FUND.—A payment
from an executive agency on a contract entered
into under paragraph (1) shall be paid into the
Trust Fund.

““(c) NOTIFICATION AND CONCURRENCE.—

‘(1) NOTIFICATION.—An agency or instrumen-
tality of the Federal Government shall notify
the chairperson of the President’s Council on
Environmental Quality when using the Founda-
tion or the Institute to provide the services de-
scribed in subsection (a).

““(2) NOTIFICATION DESCRIPTIONS.—A notifica-
tion under paragraph (1) shall include a written
description of—

“(A) the issues and parties involved;

“(B) prior efforts, if any, undertaken by the
agency to resolve or address the issue or issues;
and
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“(C) other relevant information.

““(3) CONCURRENCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In a case that involves a
dispute or conflict between 2 or more agencies or
instrumentalities of the Federal Government (in-
cluding branches or divisions of a single agency
or instrumentality), an agency or instrumen-
tality of the Federal Government shall obtain
the concurrence of the chairperson of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Environmental Quality before
using the Foundation or Institute to provide the
services described in subsection (a).

‘““(B) INDICATION OF CONCURRENCE OR NON-
CONCURRENCE.—The chairperson of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Environmental Quality shall
indicate concurrence or monconcurrence under
subparagraph (A) not later than 20 days after
receiving notice of the dispute or conflict.”’.

SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 12 of the Morris K.
Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National
Environmental and Native American Public Pol-
icy Act of 1992 (as redesignated by section 6(a))
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Fund’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘““(a) TRUST FUND.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Trust Fund’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(b) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—There are au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Trust Fund to
carry out this Act an additional amount of—

‘(1) $4,250,000 for fiscal year 1998, of which—

“(A) 33,000,000 shall be for capitalization; and

‘““(B) $1,250,000 shall be for operation costs;
and

‘“(2) $1,250,000 for each of fiscal years 1999
through 2002 for operation costs.”’.

SEC. 8. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) The second sentence of section 8(a) of the
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Ezxcellence in
National Environmental and Native American
Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5606) is
amended—

(1) by striking “‘fund’ and inserting ‘‘Trust
Fund’’; and

(2) by striking
“‘section 12”.

(b) Sections 7(a)(6), 8(b), and 9(a) of the Mor-
ris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in Na-
tional Environmental and Native American Pub-
lic Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5605(a)(6),
5606(b), 5607(a)) are each amended by striking
“Fund’’ and inserting ‘‘“Trust Fund’’ each place
it appears.

‘“‘section 11’ and inserting

———

AMENDMENT NO. 1323

(Purpose: To separate funds used for environ-
mental conflict resolution from scholar-
ship funds)

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, Sen-
ator MCCAIN has an amendment at the
desk, and I ask for its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Alaska [Mr. STEVENS]
for Mr. MCCAIN, proposes an amendment
numbered 1323.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

Beginning on page 14, strike line 17 and all
that follows through page 15, line 3, and in-
sert the following:

SEC. 6. ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION

FUND.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—Sections 10 and 11 of
the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental and Native
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American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
5608, 5609) are redesignated as sections 12 and
13 of that Act, respectively.

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION
FUND.—The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and
Excellence in National Environmental and
Native American Public Policy Act of 1992
(20 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.) (as amended by sub-
section (a)) is amended by inserting after
section 9 the following:

“SEC. 10. ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLU-
TION FUND.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States an En-
vironmental Dispute Resolution Fund to be
administered by the Foundation. The Fund
shall consist of amounts appropriated to the
Fund under section 13(b) and amounts paid
into the Fund under section 11.

‘“(b) EXPENDITURES.—The Foundation shall
expend from the Fund such sums as the
Board determines are necessary to establish
and operate the Institute, including such
amounts as are necessary for salaries, ad-
ministration, the provision of mediation and
other services, and such other expenses as
the Board determines are necessary.

“(c) DISTINCTION FROM TRUST FUND.—The
Fund shall be maintained separately from
the Trust Fund established under section 8.

“(d) INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall invest such portion of the
Fund as is not, in the judgment of the Sec-

retary, required to meet current with-
drawals.
‘(2) INTEREST-BEARING OBLIGATIONS.—In-

vestments may be made only in interest-
bearing obligations of the United States.

¢“(3) ACQUISITION OF OBLIGATIONS.—For the
purpose of investments under paragraph (1),
obligations may be acquired—

‘“(A) on original issue at the issue price; or

‘“(B) by purchase of outstanding obliga-
tions at the market price.

‘“(4) SALE OF OBLIGATIONS.—Any obligation
acquired by the Fund may be sold by the
Secretary of the Treasury at the market
price.

‘“(6) CREDITS TO FUND.—The interest on,
and the proceeds from the sale or redemption
of, any obligations held in the Fund shall be
credited to and form a part of the Fund.”.
SEC. 7. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL

AGENCY.

The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental and Native
American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
5601 et seq.) (as amended by section 6) is
amended by inserting after section 10 the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 11. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL
AGENCY.

On page 15, strike lines 13 through 16 and
insert the following:

¢“(2) PAYMENT INTO ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE
RESOLUTION FUND.—A payment from an exec-
utive agency on a contract entered into
under paragraph (1) shall be paid into the
Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund es-
tablished under section 10.

On page 17, line 1, strike “SEC. 7. and in-
sert “SEC. 8.”.

On page 17, line 2, strike ‘‘Section 12’ and
insert ““Section 13”.

On page 17, strike lines 11 through 13 and
insert the following:

‘““(b) ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION
FUuND.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Environmental Dispute Reso-
lution Fund established under section 10—

On page 17, line 21, strike ‘“SEC. 8.”” and in-
sert “SEC. 9.”.

On page 18, line 4, strike ‘12 and insert
“13(a)”.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment be agreed to.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1323) was agreed
to.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
amendment, as amended, be agreed to;
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed; that the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table; and
that any statements relating to the
bill appear at the appropriate place in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment, as
amended, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 399), as amended, was
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 399

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Environ-
mental Policy and Conflict Resolution Act of
1997,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 4 of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental and Native American Public Policy
Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5602) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6),
and (7) as paragraphs (5), (9), (7), and (8), re-
spectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) the term ‘environmental dispute’
means a dispute or conflict relating to the
environment, public lands, or natural re-
sources;’’;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (5) (as re-
designated by paragraph (1)) the following:

“(6) the term ‘Institute’ means the United
States Institute for Environmental Conflict
Resolution established pursuant to section
T(@)()(D);”;

(4) in paragraph (7) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1)), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end;

(5) in paragraph (8) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1)), by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(6) in paragraph (9) (as redesignated by
paragraph (1))

(A) by striking
“Trust Fund”; and

(B) by striking the semicolon at the end
and inserting a period.

SEC. 3. BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

Section 5(b) of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental and Native American Public Policy
Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5603(b)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1) of
the second sentence, by striking ‘‘twelve”’
and inserting ‘‘thirteen’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(7)y The chairperson of the President’s
Council on Environmental Quality, who shall
serve as a nonvoting, ex officio member and
shall not be eligible to serve as chair-
person.”.

SEC. 4. PURPOSE.

Section 6 of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental and Native American Public Policy
Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5604) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘an Envi-
ronmental Conflict Resolution’ and insert-
ing ‘“Environmental Conflict Resolution and
Training’’;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

“fund” and inserting
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(3) in paragraph (7), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(8) establish as part of the Foundation the
United States Institute for Environmental
Conflict Resolution to assist the Federal
government in implementing section 101 of
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4331) by providing assessment,
mediation, and other related services to re-
solve environmental disputes involving agen-
cies and instrumentalities of the United
States; and

‘(9) complement the direction established
by the President in Executive Order 12988 (61
Fed. Reg. 4729; relating to civil justice re-
form).”.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY.

Section 7(a) of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental and Native American Public Policy
Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C. 5605(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(D) INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CON-
FLICT RESOLUTION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall—

““(I) establish the United States Institute
for Environmental Conflict Resolution as
part of the Foundation; and

““(IT) identify and conduct such programs,
activities, and services as the Foundation de-
termines appropriate to permit the Founda-
tion to provide assessment, mediation, train-
ing, and other related services to resolve en-
vironmental disputes.

‘(i) GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY OF CONFLICT
RESOLUTION PROVISION.—In providing assess-
ment, mediation, training, and other related
services under clause (i)(II) to resolve envi-
ronmental disputes, the Foundation shall
consider, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, conflict resolution providers within
the geographic proximity of the conflict.”;
and

(2) in paragraph (7), by inserting
Training”’ after ‘‘Conflict Resolution”.
SEC. 6. ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION

FUND.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—Sections 10 and 11 of
the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental and Native
American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
5608, 5609) are redesignated as sections 12 and
13 of that Act, respectively.

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION
FuND.—The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and
Excellence in National Environmental and
Native American Public Policy Act of 1992
(20 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.) (as amended by sub-
section (a)) is amended by inserting after
section 9 the following:

“SEC. 10. ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLU-
TION FUND.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States an En-
vironmental Dispute Resolution Fund to be
administered by the Foundation. The Fund
shall consist of amounts appropriated to the
Fund under section 13(b) and amounts paid
into the Fund under section 11.

‘“(b) EXPENDITURES.—The Foundation shall
expend from the Fund such sums as the
Board determines are necessary to establish
and operate the Institute, including such
amounts as are necessary for salaries, ad-
ministration, the provision of mediation and
other services, and such other expenses as
the Board determines are necessary.

“(c) DISTINCTION FROM TRUST FUND.—The
Fund shall be maintained separately from
the Trust Fund established under section 8.

“(d) INVESTMENT OF AMOUNTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall invest such portion of the
Fund as is not, in the judgment of the Sec-
retary, required to meet current with-
drawals.

“and
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‘(2) INTEREST-BEARING OBLIGATIONS.—In-
vestments may be made only in interest-
bearing obligations of the United States.

“‘(3) ACQUISITION OF OBLIGATIONS.—For the
purpose of investments under paragraph (1),
obligations may be acquired—

“‘(A) on original issue at the issue price; or

‘(B) by purchase of outstanding obliga-
tions at the market price.

‘“(4) SALE OF OBLIGATIONS.—Any obligation
acquired by the Fund may be sold by the
Secretary of the Treasury at the market
price.

‘“(6) CREDITS TO FUND.—The interest on,
and the proceeds from the sale or redemption
of, any obligations held in the Fund shall be
credited to and form a part of the Fund.”.
SEC. 7. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL

AGENCY.

The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental and Native
American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
5601 et seq.) (as amended by section 6) is
amended by inserting after section 10 the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 11. USE OF THE INSTITUTE BY A FEDERAL
AGENCY.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—A Federal agency
may use the Foundation and the Institute to
provide assessment, mediation, or other re-
lated services in connection with a dispute
or conflict related to the environment, pub-
lic lands, or natural resources.

“(b) PAYMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A Federal agency may
enter into a contract and expend funds to ob-
tain the services of the Institute.

¢“(2) PAYMENT INTO ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE
RESOLUTION FUND.—A payment from an exec-
utive agency on a contract entered into
under paragraph (1) shall be paid into the
Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund es-
tablished under section 10.

¢“(¢) NOTIFICATION AND CONCURRENCE.—

‘(1) NOTIFICATION.—AN agency or instru-
mentality of the Federal Government shall
notify the chairperson of the President’s
Council on Environmental Quality when
using the Foundation or the Institute to pro-
vide the services described in subsection (a).

¢“(2) NOTIFICATION DESCRIPTIONS.—A notifi-
cation under paragraph (1) shall include a
written description of—

““(A) the issues and parties involved;

‘“(B) prior efforts, if any, undertaken by
the agency to resolve or address the issue or
issues; and

“(C) other relevant information.

*“(3) CONCURRENCE.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In a case that involves a
dispute or conflict between 2 or more agen-
cies or instrumentalities of the Federal Gov-
ernment (including branches or divisions of a
single agency or instrumentality), an agency
or instrumentality of the Federal Govern-
ment shall obtain the concurrence of the
chairperson of the President’s Council on En-
vironmental Quality before using the Foun-
dation or Institute to provide the services
described in subsection (a).

‘(B) INDICATION OF CONCURRENCE OR NON-
CONCURRENCE.—The chairperson of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Environmental Quality
shall indicate concurrence or nonconcur-
rence under subparagraph (A) not later than
20 days after receiving notice of the dispute
or conflict.”.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 13 of the Morris
K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in Na-
tional Environmental and Native American
Public Policy Act of 1992 (as redesignated by
section 6(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“There are authorized to be
appropriated to the Fund” and inserting the
following:

‘“‘(a) TRUST FUND.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the Trust Fund”’; and
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(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION
FuND.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Environmental Dispute Reso-
lution Fund established under section 10—

(1) $4,250,000 for fiscal year 1998, of
which—

““(A) $3,000,000 shall be for capitalization;
and

‘“(B) $1,250,000 shall be for operation costs;
and

““(2) $1,250,000 for each of fiscal years 1999
through 2002 for operation costs.”’.

SEC. 9. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) The second sentence of section 8(a) of
the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental and Native
American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
5606) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘fund” and inserting ‘‘Trust
Fund”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘section 11’ and inserting
‘‘section 13(a)’’.

(b) Sections 7(a)(6), 8(b), and 9(a) of the
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence
in National Environmental and Native
American Public Policy Act of 1992 (20 U.S.C.
56056(a)(6), 5606(b), 5607(a)) are each amended
by striking ‘“‘Fund’” and inserting ‘‘Trust
Fund” each place it appears.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations on the
Executive Calendar: Nos. 65, 281, 289,
and 307. I further ask unanimous con-
sent that the nominations be con-
firmed; that the motions to reconsider
be laid upon the table; that any state-
ments relating to the nominations ap-
pear at the appropriate place in the
RECORD; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION

Yolanda Townsend Wheat, of Missouri, to
be a Member of the National Credit Union
Administration Board for the term of six
yvears expiring August 2, 2001.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Thomas J. Dodd, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Costa Rica.

Corinne Claiborne Boggs, of Louisiana, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Holy See.

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION

BOARD

Dennis Dollar, of Mississippi, to be a Mem-
ber of the National Credit Union Administra-
tion Board for a term expiring April 10, 2003.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to consider the following nomi-
nations on the Executive Calendar:
Nos. 163, 273, and 319. I also ask unani-
mous consent that the Labor Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of the nomination of Kath-
arine G. Abraham, to be Commissioner
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of Labor Statistics, and that the Sen-
ate proceed to its consideration. I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the
nominations be confirmed; that the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table; that any statements relating to
the nominations appear at the appro-
priate place in the RECORD; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

THE JUDICIARY

Anthony W. Ishii, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of California.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Susan E. Rice, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Assistant Secretary of State.

Martin S. Indyk, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of State.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Katharine G. Abraham, of Iowa, to be Com-
missioner of Labor Statistics, United States
Department of Labor, for a term of four
years.

NOMINATION OF ANTHONY ISHII

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, having
recommended Anthony W. Ishii to
President Clinton to be U.S. District
Judge for the Eastern District in Cali-
fornia, I am gratified to see his nomi-
nation come before the full Senate
today, and I urge my colleagues to vote
to confirm him.

Anthony Ishii, a third generation
Californian, will be the first Asian-
American to serve on the Eastern Dis-
trict federal bench. He has had a long
and distinguished legal career. Cur-
rently, he serves as a Municipal Court
Judge for the Central Valley Municipal
Court in Fresno, California.

For ten years prior to his service on
the Municipal Court bench, he served
as a Justice Court Judge for the
Parlier-Selma Judicial District in
Fresno County. He was initially ap-
pointed to the Justice Court position
by the Fresno County Board of Super-
visors, and has since stood for election
three time. He won his first reelection
and has been unopposed in each of the
two subsequent ones.

Judge Ishii received his Juris Doctor
from Boalt Hall, the law school at the
University of California, Berkeley.
Early in his career, he was a Deputy
City Attorney in Sacramento and a
Deputy Public Defender for the County
of Fresno. Prior to his service on the
bench, he was an attorney in private
practice. He has extensive trial experi-
ence, handling over 70 jury trials before
becoming a judge.

For years, Judge Ishii has been in-
volved in numerous professional activi-
ties. He was appointed to the pres-
tigious California Judicial Council by
California Supreme Court Chief Justice
Malcolm Lucas. Additionally, he
served as a member of the Judicial
Council Advisory Committee on the
Administration of Justice in the rural
counties for three years. He served
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